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THE NUTCRACKER
Synopsis after E.T.A. Hoffman’s The Nutcracker and Mouse King
and Alexandre Dumas’ The Tale of The Nutcracker

ACTI
Scene I: Christmas Eve on a Street in Nuremberg, Germany

The paperboy finishes his last route on Christmas Eve as ice skaters practice their
moves on a street in Nuremberg. Festive shoppers stroll by as a vendor happily
offers warm chestnuts to everyone. Holiday cheer is in the air.

Scene II: Drosselmeyer’s Toy Shop of Fantasies

Mysterious toy shop owner, Herr Drosselmeyer, tries to fix his broken dolls.
Shoppers arrive buying last minute gifts as the dolls magically come to life.
Things get out of control before Drosselmeyer heads to his beloved goddaughter
Clara’s house to celebrate Christmas Eve.

Scene III: Christmas Eve at the Stahlbaum Family Home

Dancing ensues at the Stahlbaum family Christmas party before Drosselmeyer
arrives presenting his life-size Harlequin and Columbine dolls along with a
dancing bear for everyone's entertainment. As the guests head to dinner,
Drosselmeyer presents Clara with his gift — a Nutcracker. Clara dances with the
Nutcracker until a jealous Fritz breaks it. Drosselmeyer uses his magic to repair
the doll. Fritz instigates another loud interruption before the guests conclude the
evening with a celebratory dance. Meanwhile, Drosselmeyer reads Clara and her
friends a story that tells the tale of the Nutcracker being a handsome prince put
under an evil spell by the wicked Mouse King. Bedtime approaches and the guests
depart the Stahlbaum residence, leaving the nanny and butler to bid each other
goodnight under the mistletoe.

Scene IV: The Battle

Fritz sneaks out to the living room to find his toy horse but is scared by
Drosselmeyer magically flickering lights about. Clara enters longing to be with
her beloved Nutcracker and falls asleep next to the doll. The evil Mouse King
appears, encouraging his entourage of mice to frighten Clara. Drosselmeyer
enters and scares the mice away before transforming the Nutcracker into a life-
size figure. He calls upon an army of toy soldiers and then makes the Christmas
tree and everything around it grow. A mouse tries to attack the Nutcracker before
he is shot by a soldier’'s cannon. A battle soon begins between the Nutcracker
and his toy soldiers and the Mouse King and his mice. The Mouse King and the
Nutcracker face off against each other, and just as one nearly defeats the other,
Clara distracts the Mouse King by hitting him with a broom. The Nutcracker seizes
the moment to slay the Mouse King from behind with his sword. The mice mourn
the defeat of the Mouse King and Clara weeps over the Nutcracker, fearing he is
harmed. Drosselmeyer creates a magical fog and the Nutcracker transforms into
a handsome prince who displays admiration and gratitude to Clara for helping to
break the Mouse King’s spell. Shy at first, Clara is mesmerized by the Prince,
who guides her outside to the Enchanted Snow Forest where the Snow King and
Queen reign.



Scene V: The Enchanted Snow Forest

The Snow King and Queen dance amongst their snowflakes in a whirling snow-
filled forest. Drosselmeyer arrives in a sleigh, offering it to Clara and the Prince
so that they may be whisked away to the Palace of Sweets where the Sugar Plum
Fairy and her entourage await.

—15 MINUTE INTERMISSION—

ACT II
Scene I: The Peppermint Forest

Being transported to the Palace of Sweets, Sugar Plum attendants welcome
sweets and delicacies from around the world to join in celebrating the Prince’s
return to his kingdom. The Sugar Plum Fairy arrives and is reunited with her
beloved Prince Coqueluche learning of Clara’s bravery with a reenactment of the
battle with the Mouse King. The Sugar Plum Fairy magically whisks everyone
away to the Palace of Sweets where a variety of dances will be held in Clara’s
honor.

Scene II: The Palace of Sweets

The various sweets and delicacies dance for Clara and Drosselmeyer. They are,
in order of appearance:

Chocolate
Coffee
Tea
Cupcakes
Peppermints
Dewdrop, Waltz of the Flowers and their Cavaliers
Gingerbread Cookies

The Prince and the Sugar Plum Fairy dance together, demonstrating their love
for each other. The ceremony ends with a grand finale with everyone who has
been a part of Clara’s magical journey at the Palace of Sweets.

Scene III: Clara’s Bedroom

Clara awakes in her bedroom as the Nutcracker remains by the window. Clara
embraces her beloved doll, realizing the experience was all a wondrous and
memorable dream with a touch of Drosselmeyer’s magic.

* X X

Variation Choreography of the Sugar Plum Fairy and the Prince
revised after Lev Ivanov and Vasili Vainonen

—NO VISITORS BACKSTAGE—
Please greet cast members in the lobby.

The usage of flash photography is strictly prohibited,
as it is hazardous to the dancers.
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Grace Allen, Scarsdale, N.Y.
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VIOLIN II

Winter Wu, China*
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Hongrun Zhu, China*
Benjamin Chu, Taiwan*
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Jasper Zou, China**
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Nicole Wang, Taiwan**
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VIOLA
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Lana Kim, Mich.*
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Orchestra Roster Notes

CELLO

Karl Davis, Minn.*
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Mont.*

Hao Dang, China*
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Caleb Ryu, N.Y.**

Liam Burk, Mich. **

DOUBLE BASS

Jun Jie Wang, China*

Zichen Zhang, China*
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Shelcy Dilone, Mass.**
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FLUTE
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Sophia Cafarelli, Fla.*
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Strings are listed in seating order.
The remaining musicians are listed alphabetically within their section.

Sarah Garretson, librarian

BASS CLARINET
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Sofia Plawchan, Tenn.**

BASSOON

Damian Carrasco, Texas*
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Kelly Chen, China*
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CELESTA
Mia Safdie, Calif.**

Musicians are playing both acts unless denoted as follows:

* Denotes Act I

** Denotes Act 11
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Special thanks to William Church, Halyna Krasovska and the Le Soleil
Costume Shop, Olena Nalyvaiko and the Plainfield Dance Academy,
and our volunteer ushers.

Special thanks to the Foster Family for supporting this performance through
the Foster Family Costume and Set Production Fund.
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You can ensure the next promising young artist has the opportunity to come to
Interlochen by supporting student scholarships. Make your gift to the Interlochen
Annual Fund by visiting www.interlochen.org/giveonline.

Many of our venues are equipped with induction loop systems for the hearing
impaired. Please ask one of our ushers if you need assistance connecting to the
system. Support for recent upgrades to these systems provided by Michigan Arts
and Culture Council; the NEA; Rotary Charities of Traverse City; the Les and Anne
Biederman Foundation, Inc.; the Oleson Foundation; and Robert W. Anderson.

In consideration of the performing artists and other patrons, the use of flash
photography is not permitted. Federal copyright and licensing rules prohibit the
use of video cameras and other recording equipment.

In order to provide a safe and healthy environment, Interlochen maintains a
smoke-free and alcohol-free campus. Michigan law prohibits any weapons,
including concealed weapons, on Interlochen property because we are an

educational campus. Thank you for your cooperation.
www.interlochen.org



